Examples of Major Painters from Schools of Western Painting: 1850 – 1920


(all beginning and ending dates of movements are approximations)

Realism


Courbet, Gustave
1819-1877
1  2  3  4 5
Makes objective and unprejudiced record of the customs, ideas, and appearances of contemporary French society.  Depicts everyday life in terms of play of light on surfaces.

Intent on political message of Social Realism.


Manet, Edouard
1832-1883
1  2  3  4  

Strives to paint “only what the eye can see.”  In his painting, he strives for sincere portrayals, not the ‘faultless’ record making of the camera.  Also a socialist.  Interprets the reality of the world around him in a different and straightforward manner.  Seeks to shock and please.

Impressionism

approx. 1867-1886

The work of a group of artists who shared a set of related approaches and techniques. The most conspicuous characteristic of Impressionism was an attempt to accurately and objectively record visual reality in terms of transient effects of light and color.  The principal Impressionist painters were Claude Monet, Pierre Auguste Renoir, Camille Pissarro, Alfred Sisley, Berthe Morisot, Armand Guillaumin, and Frédéric Bazille, who worked together, influenced each other, and exhibited together independently. Edgar Degas and Paul Cézanne also painted in an Impressionist style for a time in the early 1870s. The established painter Édouard Manet, whose work in the 1860s greatly influenced Monet and others of the group, himself adopted the Impressionist approach about 1873.


Renoir, Pierre-Auguste
1841-1919
1  2  3  4
a
Specializes in portraying the human figure, seeking out what is beautiful in the body.  Paintings sparkle with the joy of life.


Monet, Claude

1840-1926
1  2  3  4
a
He is regarded as the archetypal Impressionist in that his devotion to the ideals of the movement was unwavering throughout his long career.


Cassatt, Mary

1844-1926
1  2  3  


American born, inclining towards the domestic and the intimate rather than the social and the urban.  She helped finance the Impressionist painters.


Morisot, Berthe
1841-95
1  2

a
Gently introspective, her works often focus on family members.  She uses Impressionist techniques to give a penetrating glimpse of psychological reality.  Married Manet’s brother.

Post-Impressionism
approx. 1886-1900


Seurat, George
s
1859-1891
1  2  3
4
Sometimes called a Neo-Impressionist, he coined the term divisionism to describe the patient and systematic technique of applying specks of paint one point at a time.


Cézanne, Paul

1839-1906
1  2  3
4  5  6
a

Cézanne employed geometric shapes-the cone, the sphere, and the cynlinder-as metaphors of the permanent reality that lay beneath the surface.


Gauguin, Paul

1848-1903
1  2  3
An artist without training, he is credited with beginning the school of Symbolists. Gauguin believed that all European society and its works were sick.  He spent his life wandering in Brittany, Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands.  His work shows an insistence on form and a resistance to realistic effects employing flat, outlined figures, simple forms and symbolism.


Van Gogh

1853-1890
1  2  3
His work, all of it produced during a period of only 10 years, hauntingly conveys through its striking color, coarse brushwork, and contoured forms the anguish of a mental illness that eventually resulted in suicide.
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Art Nouveau

1890 – 1910

Characteristic is the lively, serpentine curve known as the “whiplash.”  This style reflects a fascination with plant and animal life and organic growth.  Influenced heavily by Japanese art.  Some entrances of the Paris Metro are art nouveau pieces from the turn of the century.

Klimt, Gustav

1862-1918
0  1  2  3  4  5  6
The founder of the school of painting known as the Vienna Sezession, embodies the high-keyed erotic, psychological, and aesthetic preoccupations of turn-of-the-century Vienna's dazzling intellectual world.  The primal forces of sexuality, regeneration, love, and death form the dominant themes of Klimt's work. 

Expressionism

1905-1930

An art that stresses the psychological and emotional content of the work.

Munch, Edward 
1863-1944
1  2  3
A gifted Norwegian painter and printmaker, Edvard Munch not only was his country's greatest artist, but also played a vital role in the development of German expressionism. His work often included the symbolic portrayal of such themes as misery, sickness, and death. The Cry, probably his most familiar painting, is typical in its anguished expression of isolation and fear.

Kandinsky, Wassily
1866-1944
1  2  3  4  5  

``Color is the keyboard, the eyes are the harmonies, the soul is the piano with many strings. The artist is the hand that plays, touching one key or another, to cause vibrations in the soul.'' The concept that color and musical harmony are linked has a long history, intriguing scientists such as Sir Isaac Newton. 

Marc, Franz

1880-1916
1  2  3  4
The Blaue Reiter group put forth a new program for art based on exuberant color and on profoundly felt emotional and spiritual states. It was Marc's particular contribution to introduce paradisiacal imagery that had as its dramatis personae a collection of animals, most notably a group of heroic horses.  At the beginning of World War I, he volunteered for military service and he died near Verdun, France, on March 4, 1916.

Klee, Paul

1879-1940
1  

On a trip to Tunisia with fellow painters, he was so overwhelmed by the light that he wrote: "Color has taken possession of me; no longer do I have to chase after it, I know that it has hold of me forever. That is the significance of this blessed moment. Color and I are one. I am a painter."
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